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Regional
transit:
a dream
awaiting
funding

By Patrlck Chiff
The Bulletin :

Within the last several years, entities through-

out Central Oregon have been inching toward of-
fermg more pubhc transit options.

The city of Bend’s bus

) system launched in Sep-

“% COlle tember 2006 -and now

" moves people throughout

start town. And the La Pine-

‘ based -Central Cascade

'tomorrow.” Lines shuttles about 1,200
: pedple a month between
— Scott Aycock, southérn Deschutes Coun-

COIC program
administrator

ty and Bend.

"But there are still too
many people who cannot
reachjobs or struggle to
get to other cities for doc-
tors appmn’tments sald Redmond=-.' oL Al’an
Unger. ST
© “I think we have to have connect1v1ty,” said
Unger. :

Now the Central Oregon Intergovernmental
Council, an organization that provides services
throughout Central Oregon, is working on launch-
ing a regional transit system to better connect
Bend, Redmond, Prineville, Madras, Sisters and
La Pine.
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So far, the effort is a collabora-
tion among COIC and the Oregon
Department - of . Transportation,
the €entral Oregon Council on
Aging and several area cities.
Scott Aycock, program adminis-
trator at COIC, said he wants to
expand that group.

~ The only remaining piece left
to launch the effort is funding, but

the infrastructure is ready to go,
Aycock said.

“We could start tomorrow ” he
said.

The organization has apphed
for grants from federal and state
agencies, Aycock said, and hopes
to know more about funding w1th-
in the next several weeks

The project has garnered re-
gional support from various cor-
ners, said Mike Schmidt, presi-
dent and CEQ of the Bend Cham-
ber of Commerce.

“We've probably needed this

* longer than most people want to -

admit,” said Schmidt, also a board
member of COIC. “When you hit
50,000 people in Bend, that was
probably the trigger point (for the
region).”

The first phase of the program
would be to bring all Dial-A-Rides
under one umbrella, extend hours
and provide more trips among
communities.

Dial-A-Ride originally provided
service to the elderly and handi-

- capped. This service will be avail-

. able to all people, not just elderly

‘people and those with disability.
"To start, the Redmond-Bend "

route would have about four dai-
ly trips — up from a single one.
Other routes, such as Prineville to
Redmond, would have one daily
trip, said Aycock.

The Dial-A-Ride vehicles would
all be painted the same, with iden-

" tical logos, so that passengers

would know they were riding in
the transit network, said Aycock.
The actual schedules are yet to
be determined, said Aycock. “It’s
a dynamic process,” he said.
Eventually, the buses would
run prescribed routes through lo-
cal cities and stop at stations. The
program would also have some

~ vehicles larger than the current

buses used by Dial-A-Ride.
Depending on the route, fares
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“It'll take money
from somewhere,
and we’ll have to
figure that out.”

— Alan Unger,
- Redmond mayor

would likely run between $2.50
and $6.25, with discounts avail-
able for senior citizens and dis-
abled riders.

The transportation - project
is currently separated in four
phases, none of which will be-

gin until COIC knows how much

its budget would be. The budget
would in large part be defined by
how much federal, state and local
funding the project receives, said
Aycock.

The most important piece of
that funding would come from a
Federal Transit Administration
for rural areas called the 5311
program. Oregon Department
of Transportation officials have
estimated the FTA could fund be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 of
the program, said Aycock.

“We've created the proposal,
and we are backing into what we
can afford,” said Aycock.

Affordability has been a prob-
lem in the past, when local gov-
ernments have been faced with
funding a transportation network,
said Unger.

Unger said local communities
are being squeezed by the current
economic downturn, and that if
communities are going to support
the current plan, they will need to
know about the funding.

“I'll take money from some-
where, and we’ll have to figure
that out,” said Unger.

Unger, though, said he supports -
a regional transportation system.

“Our roads are crowded, and
if we can start to get out of single
occupancy vehicles, that’s a good
thing,” he said.

For now, Aycock waits for fund-
ing to come through, though he is
confident that it will arrive.

Patrick Cliff can be
reached at 633-2161 or at
pcliff@bendbulletin.com.



