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There is no simple answer to 
that question…

• There are many different pollutants in 
Portland’s air.  

• Some pollutants have federally 
mandated standards and others don’t.

• Pollution levels fluctuate with the season 
and the weather.



Federal Air Quality Standards

Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
Ozone (O3)

Fine Particulate Matter (PM10 & PM2.5)
Sulfur Dioxide (SO2)

Nitrogen Oxide (NOx)
Lead (Pb)
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Smog Trend
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PM2.5 Trend
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Air Toxics:  
An Increasing Health Concern



The PATA ProcessThe PATA Process

Risk for 
each Air 

Toxic

Estimates of Air Toxics in 
the Portland Area by 

•Chemical
•Source
•Location

Modeling      

Sources and Locations of 
Emissions

Monitoring BenchmarksCompare Compare

Identify Sources for
Reduction



Air Toxics in Portland 
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From 1999 Portland Air Toxics Assessment
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