
 

 
 

 

North Portland Diesel Emission Reduction Project 
 
I. Welcome and the process – Dr. Algie Gatewood and Carl Talton 
Co-Convener Dr. Algie Gatewood welcomed everyone and thanked Governor 
Kulongoski for designating this Oregon Solutions project and taking an interest in North 
Portland.  Dr. Gatewood highlighted the need for cohesiveness to reach the goal of a 
Declaration of Cooperation.  
 
II. Pete Dalke – OR Solutions  
Pete described the history of Oregon Solutions and overview of the process.  Oregon 
Solutions brings together public, private and nonprofit entities to collaborate on 
sustainability objectives by using the Community Governance System. At the end of the 
process, we will agree what each participant can contribute to the solution. He 
highlighted that we are starting with voluntary actions to move this project forward to 
reduce emissions.  Pete reviewed the ground rules on the back of the agenda.  He 
explained that the value of Oregon Solutions is in the transparent nature of the 
collaboration.  Pete named several Oregon Solutions projects as examples Ð Truckstop 
electrification, Lane Clean Diesel with Sharon Banks at LRAPA etc.  The value added of 
Oregon Solutions is in leveraging resources. 
 
III. Goals and ongoing program – Kim McCleary – EJAG 
Kim McCleary of EJAG is the Collaborative Problem-Solving Coordinator. EJAG, a ten 
year old community based organization has utilized a Collaborative Problem Solving 
EPA grant to facilitate the formation and operation of the Portland Northern Neighbors 
Air Quality Coalition (PNNAQC).  EJAG is entering its third year of the CPS grant that 
has brought together many partners around reducing diesel emissions.  EJAG is 
pleased to see the work and partnerships of PNNAQC extended through the North 
Portland Diesel Emissions Reduction Project. (EJAG will house the ongoing program 
after this project). 
  
IV. Introductions  
Participants were asked to say their name, association and their interest in attending the 
meeting: 
 
A. Kate Deane Ð ODOT Ð would like to promote proactive diesel reduction projects  
B. Jeff Rouse Ð Carson Oil Ð as an oil distributor, would like to continue to utilize 
alternative fuels and to leverage their relationship with other diesel users 
C. Scott Weld Ð Arrow Sanitary Ð would like to learn how to mange his fleet efficiently 
D. Dan Smith Ð Yellow Freight Ð Has been in the industry for 40 years and wants to 
learn about new ideas/technologies. 
E. Jennifer Porter Ð City of Portland, Office of Sustainable Development Ð is concerned 
about the diesel emissions from the city fleet and waste haulers that they oversee. 



 

F. David Mcmahon Ð Cloudburst Recycling Ð wants to deliver environmental services 
while reducing air pollution, maintaining health of workers, and shifting to biofuels 
G. Monica Russell Ð DEQ regional coordinator Ð serves as the regional community 
coordinator focused on air quality.  
E. Ben Duncan Ð Multnomah Co. Health Department Ð concerned about citizen health. 
F. Jill Fuglister Ð Coalition for a Livable Future Ð 70 organizations are members of their 
coalition, including EJAG, which supports citizen rights. 
G. Jeri Williams Ð EJAG Ð as a community member in North Portland EJAG wants to 
bring solutions together to help public health. 
H. Cory-Ann Wind DEQ Ð acting air quality manager would like to address air quality 
issues, specifically heightened concern about diesel emissions. 
I. Dean Isfeld ÐUPS Ð Oregon district fleet manager, realizes that the community 
supports them and they want to support the community. Would like to take a proactive 
approach to reduce pollution in their vehicles. 
J. Jon Gustafson Ð Coast Transit Refrigeration, Marketing Manager, would like to supply 
zero emission equipment to truckers. His company has deep roots in North Portland.  
K. Sharon Banks Ð LRAPA Ð oversees air quality issues in Lane County. 
L. Kevin Downing Ð DEQ Ð is in charge of the air quality for the remainder of the state. 
M. Charlie Tindall Ð Blue Line Trucking Ð as a company with 75 trucks running through 
North Portland, they would like to learn how to be part of the solution.  
N. Drew Gilpin Ð Oregon Steel Mills  - As 60% of their employees are residents of N. 
Portland, they are interested the quality of life for their workers.  
O. Dave Kays Ð Freightliner Ð Would like to reduce diesel impacts by utilizing cleaner 
engines, establish the first ULSD stations in Oregon, make APUs available to customers 
with older vehicles, support programs with engine suppliers for retrofits.  
P. Pete Furseth Ð PGE concerned about the people who live in their service territory,  
Q. Tomas Endicott Ð SeQuential Biofuels Ð has worked hard for the last 3 !  years to 
expand availability of biodiesel around the state  
R. Pete Dalke Ð Oregon Solutions Ð wants to help support this process  
S. Kim Travis Ð Oregon Solutions Ð Oversees 30 collaborative projects around Oregon.  
T. Mark Fitz Ð Star Oil Ð wants to ensure people have good transportation and livable 
wage jobs. 
U. John Hunt Ð City of Portland Ð Concerned about public health and that air quality is a 
worldwide problem  
V. Damon Fordham - ODOT Ð interested in increasing the amount of biodiesel used 
W. Josh Proudfoot Ð Good Company Ð Serving as Oregon Solutions staff for this 
project.  
X. Kelly Hoell Ð Good Company Ð Serving as Oregon Solutions staff for this project.  
  
V. The concern 
¥ Kevin Downing Ð DEQ Ð discussed the benefits and drawbacks of using diesel 

power. He then outlined the new regulations and standards related to diesel 
vehicles.  His new goals are to burn cleaner fuel, burn fuel cleaner and burn less 
fuel. 

¥ Cory-Ann Wind Ð DEQ Ð gave a power point presentation about the Portland Air 



 

Toxics Assessment, which is based on Oregon proposed benchmarks. 
¥ Jeri Williams Ð EJAG Ð They conducted a survey to study prevalence of asthma in 

North Portland.  They found that the asthma rate is higher than the 7% national 
average.  The rate is 14% in North Portland. 

 
 
VI. Opportunities for similar group projects – Josh Proudfoot – Project staff 

¥ Sharon Banks Ð LRAPA Ð gave a presentation about the projects she has been 
involved in including: Lane Clean Diesel Project, Clean School Bus Project, 
Clean Fuel for Bridges and Everybody Wins.   Also spoke about new non-profit 
company Cascade Sierra Solutions to get equipment upgrades to interstate 
fleets. 

¥ Kevin Downing Ð DEQ Ð Discussed the program he is working on with   
Tidewater Barge to upgrade their fleet.  

 
VII. Industry participants explained their fleet needs and existing efforts 
 
A. Dean Isfeld Ð USP, Vehicle Maintenance Ð came for information, their contribution 
can be a continuation of what they are already doing.  Their current vehicle purchases 
already meet standards. They are interested in pursuing advanced technology Ð 
possibly buying hybrid vehicles Ð can we help with this?  
 
B. David McMahon - Cloudburst Recycling Ð Would be interested in utilizing biodiesel 
but would need to overcome challenges of cost and convenience of fueling station 
locations. May be interested in retrofits of filters, but cost is a concern. Creation of a 
more efficient collection methodology depends on city decisions for collection rates.  
 
C. Scott Weld Ð Arrow Sanitary Ð Is concerned about how equipment will be effected 
with new technology in terms of performance and would want to learn about secondary 
effects and downsides before making a commitment.  
 
D. Jeff Rouse Ð Carson oil Ð Would like to continue to focus on offering ULSD and 
Biodiesel to their clients, but underground storage tanks could be an issue (may choose 
to forgo offering Supreme in favor of B20 in certain locations). Some tanks will need to 
be evaluated and cleaned to prevent contamination. They would need financial support 
to make this an option.  
 
E. Dan Smith Ð Yellow Transportation Ð Yellow has been improving their fleet to meet 
new standards, but havenÕt been involved with biodiesel. They want to improve mileage, 
and have an extensive research department but understands that it takes a while to 
bring these issues to play in a large corporation.  They are always looking at new 
standards, new fuels, and reducing diesel emissions is important. Could be willing to 
pilot some type of project if risk is shared.  
 
F. Mark Fitz Ð Star Oil Ð looking forward to B85 to explode this summer. Interested in 



 

encouraging their clients to understand that diesel technology does not have to be dirty. 
Planning and time are concerns.  
 
G. Tomas Endicott Ð SeQuential Biofuels Ð interested in increasing demand for 
biodiesel.  Burn less fuel first, burn cleaner fuel, burn fuel cleaner, regulation has some 
opportunities, the work Sharon has done at LRAPA is amazing! We could apply that to 
N. Portland.  
 
H. Peter Furseth Ð PGE Ð PGE has no stations is N. Portland but they do have 
substations, do run trucks and are looking at health problems. Would like to have more 
information about the impacts of diesel emissions on employees. 
 
I. David Kayes Ð Freightliner is encouraging retrofits and updates (APUs etc.) for older 
vehicles. However, they know customers are completely driven by the bottom line in the 
short term. They fear APU purchases will not be strong next year. Doing something to 
provide an immediate payback (like the Win Win Program Sharon Banks was 
explaining) would be great. Helping fleets reduce drag and save fuel improves the 
bottom line for customers and has community benefits Ð win-win for everyone.  
 
J. Drew Gilpin Oregon Steel Ð OSM is a big electricity and natural gas user in the state. 
They donÕt use much diesel.  A majority of their forklifts are propane/natural gas. Where 
they could have an impact is on the truck traffic to and from their facility by other 
vendors. They could work with vendors to help them reduce their impacts. 
 
K. Charlie Tindall Ð Blue Line Trucking ÐMonitoring is better than modeling. Would like 
to do more monitoring to figure out where efficient solutions can be developed. Would 
like more money provided for real time monitoring so that fleet operators can make 
informed decisions about when to send out their trucks and when not to due to 
weather/traffic conditions to help reduce delays/idling etc.  
 
VIII. Next meeting date and thanks – Dr. Algie Gatewood and Carl Talton 
Next Meeting: Tuesday April 25th   (Originally the 19th Ð Changed due to many  

conflicts) 
9-11:30am,  
OAME Ð Oregon Association of Minorty Entrepeneurs 
4134 N. Vancouver 
Portland, OR 97217 

 


