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A tide of support pushes Locks planning

Thanks to our continuing advocacy and some pretty
powerful cooperation in the Oregon Solutions Locks working
groups, great progress is being made towards nding a stable

scal home for the locks for their next seven years of Corps of
Engineers operations.

OS contributions channeled through the foundation have
paid for a comprehensive re-nomination of the locks to the
National Register of Historic Places. The re-nomination, writ-
ten by George Kramer, respected Ashland historic preservation
consultant, has been reviewed by our board and by the State
Of ce of Historic Preservation and will be ruled on by the
State Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation on June
8th at that group s quarterly meeting. It will be our great plea-
sure to host that meeting at Blue Heron Paper Company and
to work with state staff to organize a local history eld walk,
perhaps to see the locks in person and tour the T.W. Sullivan
Hydroelectric plant .

An engineering study of the locks, funded by a sub-co-
alition of OS contributors, was launched in April by INCA
engineering, of Seattle, and should also be completed in early
June. And thanks to the advocacy of OS member Linda Bell,
of the Clackamas County Tourism Development Commission,
a $5,000 grant from Travel Oregon is assisting yet another OS
subgroup with urgent marketing needs. Linda is leading that
committee.

Sandy Carter anked by Jim Mahar (L.), Bonneville Lock and
Dam manager, and Colonel Thomas O Donovan, head of the
Portland District Corps of Engineers, before OS signing at 2006
Lock Fest.

With stronger paperwork
to document their heritage
importance and a clear handle
on future capital needs, as well
as a concise pitch for their
preservation and stewardship,
the locks will be a huge step
closer to funding stability. The
OS Steering Committee aims
to have another Declaration of
Cooperation ready for signing by
all partners at the September 22
Lock Fest.

With its move to the rst
day of fall, this year s event
should bene t from nicer
weather, a clearer river, and some very welcome sponsorship,
including the portion of the 2006 ODOT Transportation
Enhancement grant that was set aside for interpretation and
education.

Willamette Falls Heritage Foundation has also re-
ceived a $2,000 tourism grant for Lock Fest, through West
Linn Chamber s an- Sl '
nual distribution of TDC's
county room taxes. And
Portland General Electric
Company an impor-
tant Oregon Solutions
partner has agreed to
contribute $2,000 towards
making the 2007 the best
of all.

With funds identi ed
and the aging locks physi-

West Linn Mayor Norm King
and Oregon City Mayor
Alice Norris, OS taskforce
members, at 2006 event.
They now jointly lead a
falls-area master-planning
coalition begun last winter.

Tom and Bill Bernert, Lock Fest
cally stabilized, their future 2006 visitors, whose family busi-

. ness is a signi cant OS supporter.
recreational and commer- 9 PP

cial users (including increased barging, growing heritage tour-
ism and recreational boating demands) will be safe at last from
the threat of permanent closure. Opening day of this boating
season at the Willamette Falls Navigation Lock and Canal will
be Thursday, May 11. The locks will again be open through the
end of September, ona ve-day-a-week schedule, thanks to
the work of our Oregon Solutions team.






